DAVAR  IRAN ARDALAN

Severna Park, Maryland

(Cell) 443-520-3155

(Email) irandavar@mac.com
(Twitter) @idavar
Davar Iran Ardalan is a civic journalist with decades of news gathering and Executive leadership roles in Public Broadcasting.  From community engagement to innovative ways to engage the public online to news programming choices during a crisis, Ardalan was at the forefront of digital innovation at NPR News.   Ardalan has proven leadership skills in news, cultivating newsroom diversity, innovation, operations, management and communications.  Ardalan is also a noted speaker, who has delivered keynotes on Iran and women in the Muslim world at many international conferences, including the Nobel Peace Prize Forum.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

National Public Radio - NPR NEWS (1993 – March 2010)

Senior Supervising Producer – Weekend Edition January 2008-2010
Davar Iran Ardalan is the Senior Supervisory Producer of Weekend Morning Programming. With over 17 years experience in public broadcasting, Ardalan is responsible for producing Weekend Edition Saturday with Scott Simon and Weekend Edition Sunday with Liane Hansen. The two newsmagazines have a combined listenership of seven million. In the past two years, Ardalan has introduced her own sensibility; she has expanded audience interactivity, while continuing to produce an array of enlightening and entertaining stories -- on everything from race and politics to the meaning of citizenship. As a veteran NPR producer, Ardalan has produced hundreds of stories from profiles of Iran's Revolutionary Guard and Iraqi President Jalal Talabani, to actor and philanthropist Paul Newman to music features on legend Herbie Hancock and guitarmaker Paul Reed Smith, to a cooking segment with culinary wizard Alton Brown.
Supervising Producer – Morning Edition January 2006-January 2008

Prior to coming to Weekend Edition, Ardalan worked as a Supervisory Producer on Morning Edition.  On the overnight shift, Ardalan helped shape the daily newsmagazine, and was responsible for Editorial and Production decisions that required elaborate coordination and planning — such as shaping Morning Edition broadcasts from Baghdad, Kabul and New Orleans. Ardalan also helped shape and mold the roles of co-hosts Steve Inskeep and Renee Montagne as the show transitioned from Bob Edwards.
Producer – NPR News magazines July 1993-January 2006

Ardalan began as a temporary production assistant in July 1993 and a year later she moved to a full-time production assistant position at Weekend Edition Sunday. After spending nearly twelve years as a field producer, teaming with NPR hosts and correspondents to report on topics including girls in New York gangs, gambling in Atlantic City casinos, and Islam in cyberspace, Ardalan transitioned to Morning Edition in January 2005. In April 2002, Ardalan and NPR's Jacki Lyden received a Gracie award from the American Women in Radio and Television for the NPR documentary "Loss and Its Aftermath," the story of Israeli and Palestinian parents speaking about the deaths of their children in the conflict.
Author, My Name is Iran – Henry Holt  January, 2007

In addition to her leadership role at NPR, Ardalan is also the author of the memoir My Name is Iran, about her experiences after the 1979 Islamic Revolution. The book is a personal and political look at the battle for change in modern Iran, a country still struggling for a lawful society -- and a country that we, in America, need desperately to understand. In Iran, Ardalan shares the moving stories of three generations of women in her family, all of whom, like her, lived in both Iran and America. Vali Nasr (The Shia Revival) calls the book, "a rare glimpse into the many layers of life in that nation and the aspirations and frustrations that have shaped its recent history."   
KUNM-FM, Albuquerque, New Mexico (1991 - 1993)
Producer/Reporter - local & national new stories for Monitor Radio, Pacifica Network News, High Plains News, and National Native News.

University of New Mexico Educational Foundations 

(January, 1992 - February, 1993)

Producer of educational video funded by US Department of Education.  Train teachers of Native American students to integrate art into their reading and writing program. 

KOAT - TV (ABC Affiliate) January, 1991 - June, 1991

Intern Reporter, Assistant Producer                            
                         

Wrote news copy on deadline. Interviewed Congressmen, Senators, and other public and private figures.  Researched topics on the Middle East.

IRIB News Tehran, Iran

January, 1984 - January, 1986

Anchor - English News - broadcast throughout the Persian Gulf Region.

FEATURED LECTURES/SPEAKER:

The 2005 Nobel Peace Prize Forum Speaker  

"Striving for Peace: Uniting for Justice 

February 11 -12, 2005  

Augsburg College, Minneapolis, MN

USC Center for Public Diplomacy 

Speaker w/Reza Aslan

January 16, 2007

Columbia University New York, NY
Middle East Institute 

February 15, 2007  

The Dubai Initiative 

Belfer Center - Harvard University February 6, 2007 

 

Westminster Town Hall Forum 

Minneapolis, MN March 1, 2007 

Westminster Sanctuary  

The 62nd Book and Author Dinner

Richmond, VA May 1, 2007 

Junior League of Richmond’s 62nd Book & Author Dinner  

Albion College Daoud Lecture 

Albion College, Albion MI 

September 25, 2007 

 

St. John’s College - Speaker

Annapolis, MD 

November 11, 2007 
Washington & Lee University

Middle East: Spotlight on the Culture 
November 13, 2007 
Washington & Lee University Lexington, VA  

Middle East Speaker Young Harris College, Young Harris, GA
November 19, 2007 
Young Harris College 2007/2008 Arts and Assemblies Lecturer  

Woodrow Wilson Center Washington DC 

January 14, 2008 “From Idaho to Iran: Searching for Identity”

Boston College High School 
Inaugural Corcoran Library Speaker Series 
May 1, 2008 

Adrian College 2007-2008 
James Borland Distinguished Speaker Series  

Phi Theta Kappa's Center for Excellence Speaker 

Between Two Worlds Jackson, Mississippi
January 29 - February 1, 2009  

Phi Theta Kappa's 42nd Honors Institute Speaker 

June, 2009 at the University of Richmond in Virginia 

The Paradox of Affluence: Choices, Challenges, and Consequences  

"Social Media and Iran" 

Personal Democracy Forum New York NY

June 25, 2009  

Presbyterian Church of Barrington, IL 

Featured Speaker

November 14, 2009  

Rockford College in Rockford, Illinois.
Women in the Muslim World Rockford College Forum Series 
March 29, 2010  

Career Highlights:
*  INNOVATIVE LEADER in the new media platform.  Increased audience interactivity and introduced social media tools that are enhancing the radio listening experience and connecting listeners 360 degrees back to the radio.  Speaker at various social media and tech forums such as the Personal Democracy Forum in New York, where I was on a panel with YouTube on Social media in Iran as well as a panel on how to integrate new and traditional media. http://personaldemocracy.com/pdf-2009-speakers#ardalan
* DIGITAL POLITICS 2008-2009 - In a variety of stories, examined our first Internet age of politics. Brought on political bloggers Mindy Finn, Micah Sifry and Faye Anderson as part of our election 2008 coverage. Produced stories about the effect of bloggers on political campaigns, why broadband is hard to find (at least in rural America), and why that matters? Race & politics and the experience of our listeners with race. And how, ultimately, the web has forever changed almost every aspect of politics: from fundraising to journalism to activism to engagement.  
* MAKER’S QUEST: In four projects, independent producers explore new ways to blend public media with the digital space - part of an initiative that began with the Association of Independents in Radio and incubated on NPR’s Weekend Edition. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=104678379
 

*  WELCOME TO TWITTERVERSE: Encouraged Legendary newsman Daniel Schorr to tweet.  Here Schorr meets the twitterverse, with the help of Rainn Wilson, Scott Simon and Andy Carvin.
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=101265831
* IMPACT OF WAR: Weekend Edition's Impact of War series was collaboration with member stations and NPR's Impact Of War project. These stories explore how the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have affected service members and their loved ones. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=120651624
 

* ISLAM ON THE INTERNET: Three-Part Series explored intersection of faith and technology. For many Muslim women, the Internet has become a safe place where traditional notions of the ideal Muslim woman can be tested, expanded, and re-created. In a WATC series, I helped examine how the Internet allows many Muslim women to learn about their rights within the religion, without the usual cultural or traditional barriers. This Sunday, I worked ahead with Susannah George and Quil Lawrence on a story about Iraq’s women’s movement. http://www.npr.org/programs/watc/cyberislam/index.html
* SOCIAL MEDIA & IRAN - As an NPR Senior Producer and through my ancestry and connections in Iran, this summer, I received hundreds of texts, tweets, emails and status updates from the front lines of the disputed Iranian election.  Those desperate to have their votes counted and their voices heard embraced social media like never before, SNSes (social networking sites) became the sole outlet for news. One particularly prescient email from Iran read: “Forward this to your friends. You are the media.” 

For almost a month, I translated Persian blogs, Twitter feeds, and protest songs and sent dispatches to NPR's News blog and various radio programs at NPR. At the time, there was no other way--and perhaps no better way--to get at the truth and get the story out to the world, especially after all international reporters were thrown out and the Iranian press was effectively shut. The most compelling voices I chronicled came from women. I become a trusted point of contact, and began to receive emails and links to blogs, photos, videos and tweets from Iran.  

RECENT NPR PRODUCTIONS ON IRAN:

1. June 27, 2009 A Symbol Of Women's Struggles In Iran

http://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=106007608
The streets of Tehran are reportedly quiet to day after a hardline Iranian cleric threatened leading protesters with execution. This week, Neda Agha Soltan, reportedly a bystander at the scene of one protest, became, of course, one of the first martyrs of the digital age, when the cell phone video of her dying streets winged around the world. In death, Neda has become a symbol of young Iranians who want change and women who want freedom.

2. June 26, 2009 Simin Behbahani’s poem for Neda

Simin Behbahani, Iran's national poet, spoke with NPR's Davar Iran Ardalan from Tehran on Friday June 26th. She recites two poems inspired by the protests -- one dedicated to the people of Iran and the other dedicated to Neda Agha-Soltan, the young woman mourned around the world because her death during last Saturday's protests was viewed by millions on the Web and TV. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSdF5KCuxy8 

3. June 17, 2009 Email from Iran: We are in a "terrible" situation - female University of Tehran Student http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/06/email_from_iran_we_are_in_a_te.html
4. June 16, 2009 Email from Iran: One Iranian Mom

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/06/one_iranian_mom_wet_wood_and_d.html
5. June 16, 2009 Interview with Shirin Ebadi

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/06/ebadi.html
6. June 16, 2009 "A significant red line has been drawn"

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/06/from_iran_a_significant_red_li.html
7. June 15, 2009 "It just felt great to scream and protest" - female University of Tehran Student

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2009/06/email_from_tehran_it_just_felt.html
8. June 12, 2009 Iran Needs No Heroes

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=105360721
9. June 6, 2009 Iranian Women Set Sights On Upcoming Election - Interview with Sussan Tahmasebi

http://www.npr.org/templates/transcript/transcript.php?storyId=10506496
10. June 5, 2009 Iranian Women Demand Change: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSdF5KCuxy8http://www.npr.org/blogs/sundaysoapbox/2009/06/women_rights_factors_in_irans.html
11. February 1, 2009 Despite Odds, Women's Movement Persists In Iran - Comprehensive story on 15 years of struggle for women's rightshttp://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100039579
EDUCATION

BA University of New Mexico 

Major: Journalism

Brookline High School 1982

Fluent in English/Persian and converse in Spanish.
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